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tion, and secondary schools for the upper classes serving less than 10 percent. The
repressive Carlsbad decrees of 1819 were designed to stamp out liberalism among the
faculties and students of the universities.
His hand strengthened by conservative reaction in Austria and Prussia, Frederick
William III retreated from the libertarian movement and reestablished religious and
authoritarian control of education under his personal supervision. The department of
public instruction was shifted from the Department of Interior to the Ministry of
Religion, Education, and Public Health. The country was divided into provinces and
subdivided into counties and local committees, each with a school board representing
the various religious groups in the community. School inspection was put into the
hands of local ministers or priests.
The basic elementary school curriculum throughout the latter part of the
nineteenth century was shaped by religion and nationalism designed to produce
obedient, loyal, and humble subjects of the monarchy. The methods of instruction
were likewise shaped to emphasize discipline, obedience to the authority of the
teacher, and reliance upon the authorized textbooks, rather than the development of
initiative or resourcefulness among the students.
In the first half of the nineteenth century the classical gymnasium won its way
as the standard secondary school of Germany. A nine-year school for boys from the
ages of nine to eighteen years, it was the preferred road to the universities, public
office, and the army. It emphasized, above all, the study of Latin and, to a lesser
degree, Greek, mathematics, science, history, and geography. Religion continued to
hold a high place. When the leaving examination (abitwr) taken at completion of the
gymnasium was recognized for admission to the universities, the hold of the gym-
msium upon German education was ensured.
Repeated attempts by modernizing liberals to increase the amount of science
and introduce the modern foreign languages were turned back; even the efforts to
make classical study a creative and liberalizing experience in the spirit of a new
humanism in the 1820s were defeated. The supremacy of a narrower study of Latin
grammar was supported by the repressive Carlsbad decrees, which reinforced strict
supervision of the curriculum and weeded out any teachers or students who dared to
deviate from the straight and narrow path of obedience and loyalty to the king.
On the whole, however, the German universities were able to make substantial
strides toward freedom for the individual professor and for the individual student.
Despite the reactionary attempts in the early decades to stamp out liberalism in the
universities, von Humboldt made of Berlin a university of independence and freedom.
Instruction was carried on not in the form of a prescribed curriculum, but in an
academic atmosphere in which the professor had freedom to teach what he thought
best and the student freedom to study what he desired.
As the interest in speculative philosophy and classical humanities was over-
shadowed by the rise of research in mathematics and the physical sciences, an
ever-increasing specialization took place, a sure sign of the onset of modernity.
Consequently, the number of departments increased; the number of professors in each
department multiplied many times; and the greater need of specializing in order to
reach a competent degree of scholarship led to the free use of the elective principle.